A long, long time ago, in Campbell River, British Columbia, this year’s Hall of Honour recipient was being raised to be the next Canadian Prime Minister. Or so his family thought! He moved to LA where he continued to be the quiet kid that he was, and put on the boxing gloves. It didn’t take long for him to discover he was not a fighter, and he was NOT destined for politics. But rather, a love of music, combined with the gift of the gab, steered him to the Music industry. In LA, his goal was to be a top DJ on local radio. He soon found out that it was not an easy chore as the competition was pretty stiff at an ‘all black’ radio station. However, that obstacle was soon conquered when he received a prestigious award for “DJ of the year”… at an all black station (So… if you didn’t recognized Don’s accent before, now you know. Some of you may be surprised to know that Don toured with Ike and Tina Turner, Smokey Robinson and the Miracles and Jerry Lee Lewis – not always a country boy! 
In the early 80’s, Don came back to BC, settling into what he was familiar with, being a DJ at a Victoria radio station.  The story goes, that when he’d had enough, he went to work for his final late night shift, said farewell to his radio audience, played the old Johnny Paycheck classic -  “Take this Job and Shove It’, hit the repeat button, raised his finger salute to his boss and walked out … now that is a ‘Don way’ of doing things.  Then Don scored big as the manager of the all new, soon to become famous, JR Country Club in downtown Vancouver. As the biggest promoter of the BC Talent Search; you could always count on Mr. Hollywood to do it better than the other 30 odd clubs that participated. Then came the Marlaine Sisters!  Don promoted the girls’ talents at great lengths. Competing with groups like: One Horse Blue, Alibi, Saddle Tramp Bootleg, and many other talented Canadian artists; Don managed to keep the Marlaines on top of the charts and on the cover of many magazines!
Don was instrumental is guiding JR Country radio into 2 home grown talent promotions. First, the JR Country Christmas Album, then the infamous Friends and Pens album; Both had a huge impact on the local scene and the unprecedented growth of the BCCMA. Although Don was working mostly “ behind the scenes “ during those years, many promotional opportunities that helped the BCCMA flourish were advantaged-- thanks to Don. When Donnie and Diana came up with the name The Hedley Blast, it proved that Donnie was capable of contributing more to the BC Country Music scene. Hedley grew to become BC’s strongest and well known traditions in country music and that would be the The Merritt Mountain Music Festival; and Don was all over it!

Don is currently the president of the BCCMA and continues to 
exhibit an unusual sense of achievement, care and love for every artist in his path, a fantastic but sometimes warped sense of humour, a tireless habit of promoting in all possible means available, and one of the biggest heart in the whole music industry; that is Don Adams.  

